Source of material
The title compound was prepared from /V-methyl phthalimide and potassium 2-methylsulfanyl propionate by irradiation (300 nm, 24 h) in an acetone/water mixture (4:1). Extraction and recrystallization from ethyl acetate/n-hexane yielded 34% of colorless crystals [1] .
Discussion
This reaction was studied in context with mechanistic problems in intermolecular photoreactions between phthalimides and carboxylates [2] . In contrast to the intramolecular photodecarboxylation of ω-phthalimido alkylcarboxylates [3] the reaction is initiated by electron transfer from the thioether followed by rapid extrusion of carbon dioxide. In the crystal two molecules build a pair around a symmetry center via the hydrogen bridge 03--Hla (176 pm). 
